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of truth. He is capable of sacrificing ahimsa for the sake of
truth but not the latter for anything whatsoever,47 "The jewel
of non-violence/3 he writes, "was discovered during the search
for and contemplation of truth."48 His experience convinces
him that if he lets go his hold of truth he would never be able
to solve the riddle of ahimsa*9 To him truth is the highest law,
but ahimsa is the highest duty.50

Gandhiji considers truth rather than ahimsa to be the end,
because he believes that truth (satya, i.e., essential being) exists
beyond and unconditioned by space and time, but ahimsa exists
only on the part of finite beings.51 Ahimsa divorced from truth
would be demoralizing instead of liberating. In Gandhiji's
words, "without truth there is no love; without truth it may
be affection as for one's country to the injury of others; or
infatuation, as of a young man for a girl; or Icfve may be un-
reasoning and blind, as of ignorant parents for their children."52
All the same "Ahimsa being the means we are naturally more
concerned with it in our daily life. It is ahimsa, therefore, that
our masses have to be educated in. Education in truth follows
from it as a natural end."53

Lite truth, ahimsa is also omnipotent, infinite and synony-
mous with God.54 It is soul-force or the power of the Godhead
within us. Just as the soul can exist independently of the physical
body, similarly ahimsa also transcends time and space and can
act independently of physical aids. It is the greatest and the
most active force in the world, more positive than electricity,
more powerful than ether, a force superior to all the forces put
together, the only force in life.55

Like truth, again, it is a matter of faith and experience and
not of argument beyond a point. It "is not so much a mental
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